THE FIGHT FOR A FREE SEA

as early as 1798 by James McHenry, Secretary of
War, when lie indignantly announced to Congress:
"To forbear under such circumstances from taking
naval and military measures to secure our trade,
defend our territories in case of invasion, and to
prevent or suppress domestic insurrection would
be to offer up the United States a certain prey to
France and exhibit to the world a sad spectacle of
national degradation and imbecility."

Congress thereupon resolved to build two dozen
ships which should teach France to mend her
manners on the high seas, but the Treasury was too
poor to pay the million dollars which this modest
navy was to cost. Subscription lists were there-
fore opened in several shipping towns, and private
capital advanced the funds to put the needed
frigates afloat. The Essex was promptly contri-
buted by Salem, and the advertisement of the
master builder is brave and resonant reading:

To Sons of Freedom! All true lovers of Liberty of
your Country! Step forth and give your assistance
in building the frigate to oppose French insolence and
piracy. Let every man in possession of a white oak
tree be ambitious to be foremost in hurrying down the
timber to Salem where the noble structure is to be
fabricated to maintain your rights upon- the seas
and make the name of America respected among the